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John Cockerill’s CEO François Michel meets major 
stakeholders on mission to India 
 

 

A global player in the energy transition, the John Cockerill Group organized a mission to India this 
week. As John Cockerill expands its presence in the country and on the sidelines of meetings 
with its teams in Mumbai, the Group CEO François Michel met with key stakeholders. 

 

The Ministry of Steel and the Ministry of Renewable Energy received a delegation from the 
Group. Led by CEO François Michel, the delegation comprising Vivek Bhide (Regional President 
for India) and Caroline Crèvecoeur (Chief of Staff) presented John Cockerill’s technological 
expertise for more sustainable steel production, development of green hydrogen in the region and 
wider access to renewable energies. They discussed the benefits and opportunities of supporting 
the country's environmental transition. 

 

They recalled two major initiatives in India, each contributing to decarbonizing the country’s 
economy and fighting against climate change. The Group is delivering to the top major Indian 
steel makers, as AM/NS, JSW and JSOL, steel processing lines featuring the most advanced 
technologies in terms of energy efficiency, zinc consumption optimization and corrosion 
resistance. John Cockerill also entered in a strategic partnership with the Indian renewable 
energy leader Greenko to develop a hydrogen industry in the country, which is based on a future 
gigafactory of alkaline electrolysers. 

 

Francois Michel also participated in a panel conversation with Nivruti Rai, CEO of Invest India, at 
the Embassy of Belgium in New Delhi. He explained that John Cockerill is setting up its new hub 
in India, mainly dedicated to decarbonization, in order to meet the country’s major energy and 
environmental transition needs. The Group is expanding its presence in India with a growing 
number of new talents. “Our market is here, particularly in steel, hydrogen and energy. Our Group 
finds real talent in India, a democratic country with values close to our own”, he says.  

 

The John Cockerill delegation is also very pleased with the attention paid by several industrial 
and financial partners. John Cockerill is building in India a long-term relationship based on trust, 
and these partnerships are fundamental.  

 

John Cockerill looks forward to discussions with these leading institutions and to working together 
to realize opportunities to contribute to India's energy transition.  

 

The Group would like to thank the Belgian Embassy and the Wallonia Export & Investment 
Agency for their warm welcome and strong support throughout the visit. 

 

Mumbai, October 13, 2023 
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Press contact 

General and economic press: caroline.crevecoeur@johncockerill.com +32 475 30 20 09 

John Cockerill, enabler of opportunities 

Driven since 1817 by the entrepreneurial spirit and thirst for innovation of its founder, the 
John Cockerill Group develops large-scale technological solutions to meet the needs of 
its time: facilitating access to fossil free energies, enabling sustainable industrial 
production, preserving natural resources, contributing to greener mobility, enhancing 
security and installing critical infrastructures. 

Its offer to companies, States and communities consists of services and associated 
equipment for the sectors of energy, defence, industry, the environment, transports, and 
infrastructures. 

John Cockerill Group, which is privately owned, has been present in India since 2008 
and employs 6,500 people worldwide, including more than 650 in India. The Group 
achieved a turnover of € 1,046 billion in 2022 in 24 countries, on 5 continents. 
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